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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 18-25 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 2,3, and 8 have been 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim (Claim 1). 
Accordingly, Claims 4, 9, 10, 1 1, 13, 15, 16, and 17 have been amended to depend from Claim 2. 
Claim 7 has been amended to depend from Claim 8. No new matter or no new issue has been 
raised. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the amendments and reconsideration of the 
application in view of the amendments and the following remarks. 

Claims 2, 3, and 8 have been objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent from. These claims have been so rewritten, thereby 
obviating this objection. Claims 2, 3, and 8 are now in condition for allowance. 

As described, Claims 4, 9-11, 13, and 15-17 and Claim 7 have been amended to depend 
from Claim 2 and 8, respectively. All of these claims include all of the limitations of Claim 2 or 8 
in addition to the limitations recited in each claim. Thus, at least for the reason, as with Claims 2 
and 8, Claims 4, 7, 9-11, 13, and 15-17 are also in condition for allowance. 

The remaining claims have been canceled without prejudice, and thus, the rejections set 
forth in the Office Action are moot. 



Claims 6 and 12 are allowed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the Applicant's amendments to the claims and the foregoing Remarks, it is 
respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for allowance. Should the 
Examiner have any remaining concerns which might prevent the prompt allowance of the 
application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number 
appearing below. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: March 10. 2005 



Katsuhiro Arai 
Registration No. 43,3 1 5 
Attorney of Record 
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